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GRAHAM MURRAY, WA YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.56 pm]:  I would like to congratulate Graham Murray of Wagin who was 
announced the winner of the 2004 Western Australian Young Farmer of the Year competition held recently at 
the Wagin Woolorama.  It is a statewide competition run by the Western Australian Federation of Rural Youth as 
a forerunner to the national Young Farmer of the Year competition.  The competition is open to any young 
person aged 16 to 30 years with a keen interest in, but not necessarily working in, agriculture.  Event 
chairperson, Emma Field, said the Young Farmer of the Year competition is a concept that is being adopted by 
all affiliated States in the national rural youth body.  She stated in a media release that - 

‘We are aspiring not only to reward the young farmer who wins but to promote agriculture as an 
exciting and viable career option to all those talented young people from rural areas’ … 

Competitors were assessed on a series of 10 modules ranging from practical farming tasks such as fencing, to 
budgeting and finance and even domestic skills, which I am told this year involved knitting.  Module judge 
Rodney Field said all participants are a credit to their industry and are excellent examples of young people in 
agriculture.  Graham and the runner up, Tim McDougall of Narrogin, will compete in the national Young Farmer 
of the Year competition to be held in Queensland in July 2004.  Last year’s winner, Shayne Smith of 
Dumbleyung, was successful at the national competition bringing home the prestigious title of Australian Young 
Farmer of the Year.   

This competition is a great opportunity to showcase talented young people in agriculture to audiences from rural 
and metropolitan backgrounds.  I take this opportunity to congratulate all participants, the organising committee 
and the Western Australian Federation of Rural Youth and to wish Graham and Tim the very best when they 
represent WA at the national competition.   
 


